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There are many professing Christians today who believe that they are saved forever simply 

because of something they did years ago.  However, being a Christian means continually living 

like God wants you to live.  Sadly, some believers have “backslidden” into their former sinful 

way of living.  “Backsliding” is a term signifying what happens when a Christian, who is 

devoted to God, begins to take his or her relationship with Him less seriously. There are different 

reasons a believer would backslide.  The terrible reality is that, if a believer does not stop 

backsliding, dammed in this life and cast into the lake of fire after the judgement. 

 

TEXT: Hebrews 10:23-39 (NLT) 
23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his 

promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And 

let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially 

now that the day of his return is drawing near. 26 Dear friends, if we deliberately continue sinning 

after we have received knowledge of the truth, there is no longer any sacrifice that will cover 

these sins. 27 There is only the terrible expectation of God’s judgment and the raging fire that will 

consume his enemies. 28 For anyone who refused to obey the law of Moses was put to death 

without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Just think how much worse the 

punishment will be for those who have trampled on the Son of God, and have treated the blood 

of the covenant, which made us holy, as if it were common and unholy, and have insulted and 

disdained the Holy Spirit who brings God’s mercy to us. 30 For we know the one who said, “I 

will take revenge. I will pay them back.” He also said, “The Lord will judge his own people.” 
31 It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 32 Think back on those early days 

when you first learned about Christ. Remember how you remained faithful even though it meant 

terrible suffering. 33 Sometimes you were exposed to public ridicule and were beaten, and 

sometimes you helped others who were suffering the same things. 34 You suffered along with 

those who were thrown into jail, and when all you owned was taken from you, you accepted it 

with joy. You knew there were better things waiting for you that will last forever. 35 So do not 

throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you! 36 Patient 

endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will 

receive all that he has promised. 37 “For in just a little while, the Coming One will come and not 

delay. 38 And my righteous ones will live by faith. But I will take no pleasure in anyone who 

turns away.” 39 But we are not like those who turn away from God to their own destruction. We 

are the faithful ones, whose souls will be saved. 

 

 

FOUR POINTS: 

1. Better to Never Have Known 

2. What are You Looking Back For? 

3. Being Friends With the World Makes You God’s Enemy 

4. Who Do You Love More Than Jesus? 
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Point #1 Better to Never Have Known 

➢ II Peter 2:20-22 (NLT) 

 

II Peter 2:20-22 (NLT) 
20 And when people escape from the wickedness of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ and then get tangled up and enslaved by sin again, they are worse off than 

before. 21 It would be better if they had never known the way to righteousness than to know it 

and then reject the command they were given to live a holy life. 22 They prove the truth of this 

proverb: “A dog returns to its vomit.” And another says, “A washed pig returns to the mud.” 

 

 

Point #2: What are You Looking Back For? 

➢ Luke 9:61-62 (NLT) 

 

Luke 9:61-62 (NLT) 
61 Another said, “Yes, Lord, I will follow you, but first let me say good-bye to my family.” 62 But 

Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and then looks back is not fit for the 

Kingdom of God.” 

 

 

Point #3: Trying to be Friends With the World Makes You God’s Enemy 

➢ James 4:3-8 (NLT) 

 

James 4:3-8 (NLT) 
3 And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you want only 

what will give you pleasure. 4 You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship with the world 

makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make 

yourself an enemy of God. 5 What do you think the Scriptures mean when they say that the spirit 

God has placed within us is filled with envy? 6 But he gives us even more grace to stand against 

such evil desires. As the Scriptures say, “God opposes the proud but favors the humble.” 

 
7 So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come close to 

God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your 

loyalty is divided between God and the world. 

 

 

Point #4: Who Do You Love More Than Jesus? 

➢ Matthew 10:32-37 (NLT) 
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Matthew 10:32-37 (NLT) 
32 “Everyone who acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will also acknowledge before my 

Father in heaven. 33 But everyone who denies me here on earth, I will also deny before my Father 

in heaven. 34 “Don’t imagine that I came to bring peace to the earth! I came not to bring peace, 

but a sword. 35 ‘I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a 

daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 Your enemies will be right in your own 

household!’ 
37 “If you love your father or mother more than you love me, you are not worthy of being mine; 

or if you love your son or daughter more than me, you are not worthy of being mine. 

 

 

INVITATION 

1. HEAR the GOSPEL ~ Romans 10:17   

So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. 

2. BELIEVE ~ Hebrews 11:6 

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he that cometh to God must believe 

that He is and He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. 

3. REPENT ~ Luke 13:3 

I tell you nay; but except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish. 

4. CONFESS ~ Matthew 10:32-33  

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my 

Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny 

before my Father which is in heaven. 

5. BE BAPTIZED ~ Acts 22:16 

And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 

name of the Lord. 
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