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Text: Deuteronomy 13:3 (NLT) 
3 do not listen to them. The Lord your God is testing you to see if you truly love him with all 

your heart and soul. 

 

Context: Deuteronomy 13:1-11 (NLT) 
1  “Suppose there are prophets among you or those who dream dreams about the future, and they 

promise you signs or miracles, 2 and the predicted signs or miracles occur. If they then say, 

‘Come, let us worship other gods’—gods you have not known before— 3 do not listen to them. 

The Lord your God is testing you to see if you truly love him with all your heart and 

soul. 4 Serve only the Lord your God and fear him alone. Obey his commands, listen to his voice, 

and cling to him. 5 The false prophets or visionaries who try to lead you astray must be put to 

death, for they encourage rebellion against the Lord your God, who redeemed you from slavery 

and brought you out of the land of Egypt. Since they try to lead you astray from the way 

the Lord your God commanded you to live, you must put them to death. In this way you will 

purge the evil from among you. 6 “Suppose someone secretly entices you—even your brother, 

your son or daughter, your beloved wife, or your closest friend—and says, ‘Let us go worship 

other gods’—gods that neither you nor your ancestors have known. 7 They might suggest that 

you worship the gods of peoples who live nearby or who come from the ends of the earth. 8 But 

do not give in or listen. Have no pity, and do not spare or protect them. 9 You must put them to 

death! Strike the first blow yourself, and then all the people must join in. 10 Stone the guilty ones 

to death because they have tried to draw you away from the Lord your God, who rescued you 

from the land of Egypt, the place of slavery. 11 Then all Israel will hear about it and be afraid, 

and no one will act so wickedly again. 

 

Three Points: 

1. GOD Strengthens Our Love For Him Through Testing Us 

2. Family and Friends Could be Children of the DEVIL Messing With Us 

3. Save Yourself 

 

Point #1: GOD Strengthens Our Love For Him Through Testing Us 

➢ Genesis 22:1-13 (NIV) 

➢ II Corinthians 1:8-10 (AMP) 

 

Genesis 22:1-13 (NIV) 

1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region 

of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 3 Early the 

next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and 

his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God 

had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 
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5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will 

worship and then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering 

and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them 

went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” 

Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt 

offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my 

son.” And the two of them went on together. 9 When they reached the place God had told him 

about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid 

him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay 

his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. 

Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only 

son.” 13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went 

over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 

 

II Corinthians 1:8-10 (AMP)  

8 For we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about the affliction and oppressing distress 

which befell us in [the province of] Asia, how we were so utterly and unbearably weighed 

down and crushed that we despaired even of life [itself]. 9 Indeed, we felt within ourselves that 

we had received the [very] sentence of death, but that was to keep us from trusting in and 

depending on ourselves instead of on God Who raises the dead. 10 [For it is He] Who 

rescued and saved us from such a perilous death, and He will still rescue and save us; in and on 

Him we have set our hope (our joyful and confident expectation) that He will again deliver us 

[from danger and destruction and draw us to Himself], 

 

Point #2: Family and Friends Could be Children of the DEVIL Messing With Us 

➢ Deuteronomy 13:6-10 (NLT) 

➢ I John 3:10 (AMP) 

➢ Ephesians 5:6-8 (KJV) 

➢ Matthew 10:34-38 (NIV) 

 

Deuteronomy 13:6-10 (NLT) 
6 “Suppose someone secretly entices you—even your brother, your son or daughter, your 

beloved wife, or your closest friend—and says, ‘Let us go worship other gods’—gods that 

neither you nor your ancestors have known. 7 They might suggest that you worship the gods of 

peoples who live nearby or who come from the ends of the earth. 8 But do not give in or listen. 

Have no pity, and do not spare or protect them. 9 You must put them to death! Strike the first 

blow yourself, and then all the people must join in. 10 Stone the guilty ones to death because they 

have tried to draw you away from the Lord your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, 

the place of slavery.  
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I John 3:10 (AMP) 

10 By this it is made clear who take their nature from God and are His children and who take 

their nature from the devil and are his children: no one who does not practice righteousness [who 

does not conform to God’s will in purpose, thought, and action] is of God; neither is anyone who 

does not love his brother (his fellow believer in Christ). 

 

Ephesians 5:6-8 (KJV) 

 6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God 

upon the children of disobedience. 7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 8 For ye were 

sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light: 

 

Matthew 10:34-38 (NIV) 

34  “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, 

but a sword. 35  For I have come to turn “ ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her 

mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—36  a man’s enemies will be the members 

of his own household.’ 37  “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy 

of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38  Whoever 

does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

 

Point #3: Save Yourself 

➢ Acts 2:40 (KJV) 

➢ II Corinthians 6:14-18 (NIV) 

➢ Ephesians 5:10-12 (NLT) 

 

Acts 2:40 (KJV) 

40 And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this 

untoward generation. 

 

II Corinthians 6:14-18 (NIV) 

14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have 

in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there 

between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 

16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the 

living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their 

God, and they will be my people.” 17 Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate, says the 

Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.” 18 And, “I will be a Father to you, and 

you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  

 

 

 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=1jo%203:10&t1=en_amp&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=eph%205:6&t1=en_kjv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=eph%205:7&t1=en_kjv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=eph%205:8&t1=en_kjv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2010:34&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2010:35&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2010:36&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2010:37&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2010:38&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ac%202:40&t1=en_kjv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=2co%206:14&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=2co%206:15&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=2co%206:16&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=2co%206:17&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=2co%206:18&t1=en_niv&sr=1


When GOD Tests Our Love With Our Families 

Page 4 of 4  Eddie Williams ~ March 5, 2023 

Ephesians 5:10-12 (NLT) 
10 Carefully determine what pleases the Lord. 11 Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and 

darkness; instead, expose them. 12 It is shameful even to talk about the things that ungodly people 

do in secret.  

 

 

INVITATION 
1. HEAR the GOSPEL ~ Romans 10:17   

So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. 

2. BELIEVE ~ Hebrews 11:6 

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he that cometh to God must believe 

that He is and He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. 

3. REPENT ~ Luke 13:3 

I tell you nay; but except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish. 

4. CONFESS ~ Matthew 10:32-33  

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my 

Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny 

before my Father which is in heaven. 

5. BE BAPTIZED ~ Acts 22:16 

And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 

name of the Lord. 
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