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Text: Proverbs 28:9 (KJV) 
9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law even his prayer shall be abomination. 

 

How do you listen to preaching? It will affect your life. If you neglect or reject preaching, God 

will hate and reject your prayers. This is a sober warning for your future success. If God is 

against everything you do, including your prayers, no amount of effort will work. 

 

Here is one of the most important proverbs. It is a lesson that affects every person, the 

consequences are severe, and the remedy is easy and simple. You can distinguish yourself in 

God’s sight for His blessings more quickly here than most anywhere else. 

 

Do you attend every church service you can? Do you pray and prepare before arriving? Do you 

stay focused and absorb as much as possible? Do you review what you heard? Do you meditate 

on the subject? Do you examine yourself for changes the lesson called for? 

 

The Bereans were noble for receiving Paul’s preaching with very ready minds and studying out 

what they heard (Acts 17:11), but the Jews of Jerusalem plugged their ears and rejected Stephen 

(Acts 7:51-60). Where do you fall between these two extremes? 

 

Do you attend church as a Sunday habit? Do you miss whenever you feel like it? Do you watch 

television Saturday night instead of preparing? Do you doze during the preaching? Do you let 

your mind wander? Do you read your Bible or a hymnal instead of listening? 

 

God reveals Himself and His will by preaching (Mal 2:7; I Cor 1:21). He picks the men, gives 

them ability to teach, convicts and leads their minds, and gives them their content – either by 

visions in the past or by His Spirit and the Bible today (II Tim 3:16-17; 4:2). 

 

Preachers are God’s ambassadors (II Cor 5:20). He sends them with His message for your profit, 

if you will hear and obey. If you neglect God’s ambassador and the message he brings, you 

mistreat God Himself, and you will pay (Ex 16:8; Ps 105:14-15; I Sam 8:7). 

 

What more can He say to get your attention? If you neglect His words in preaching, He will 

reject your words in praying (Pr 1:24-30). The matter is important, for you need His wisdom 

through preaching for your success, and you need Him to hear your prayers. 

 

God had preachers under the Old Testament that taught the people by verbal instruction (II 

Chron 17:8-9; Ezra 7:10; Neh 8:1-12; Jonah 3:1-2; Mal 2:7). King Solomon, the writer of these 

proverbs is called the Preacher (Eccl 1:1-2,12; 7:27; 12:8-10). And there are preachers today 

under the New Testament (Rom 10:14; I Tim 2:7; II Tim 4:2). 
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The Lord warned that He will reject the prayers of those who do not listen submissively. In fact, 

He will consider their prayers to be abominations! Here is a very serious warning about your 

attitude toward the preaching of God’s word. He explained to the regathered Jews this was the 

reason for their horrific punishment by the Babylonians (Zech 7:7-14). 

 

Imagine your prayer being an abomination to God! While you beg Him for blessing and favor in 

your life, He intensely despises, hates, and loathes your efforts and words. Your prayers nauseate 

Him. It is one thing to have your prayers hindered by neglecting your wife (Mal 2:13-14; I Pet 

3:7), but this is a far worse thing of God hating your prayers. 

 

Three Points: 

1. God is Talking to His Children Thru Preaching 

2. God is Talking Thru the Preacher in the Spirit 

3. Satan Wants to Take You Out of the Spirit, During Worship 

 

Point #1: God is Talking to His Children Thru Preaching 

➢ Romans 10:13-15 (KJV) 

➢ I Corinthians 1:18-21 (KJV) 

 

Romans 10:13-15 (KJV) 

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How then shall they call 

on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have 

not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach, except 

they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 

and bring glad tidings of good things!  

 

I Corinthians 1:18-21 (KJV)  

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it 

is the power of God. 19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to 

nothing the understanding of the prudent. 20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the 

disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For after that in 

the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 

preaching to save them that believe. 

 

Point #2: God is Talking Thru the Preacher in the Spirit 

➢ John 4:23-24 (KJV) 

➢ Revelation 1:10 (KJV) 

➢ II Peter 1:21 (KJV) 
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John 4:23-24 (KJV) 

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit 

and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship 

him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

 

Revelation 1:10 (KJV) 

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,  

 

II Peter 1:21 (KJV) 

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 

were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

 

Point #3: Satan Wants to Take You Out of the Spirit, During Worship 

➢ Luke 8:12 (KJV) 

 

 Luke 8:12 (KJV) 

12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out 

of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 

 

INVITATION 
1. HEAR the GOSPEL ~ Romans 10:17   

So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. 

2. BELIEVE ~ Hebrews 11:6 

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he that cometh to God must believe 

that He is and He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. 

3. REPENT ~ Luke 13:3 

I tell you nay; but except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish. 

4. CONFESS ~ Matthew 10:32-33  

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my 

Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny 

before my Father which is in heaven. 

5. BE BAPTIZED ~ Acts 22:16 

And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 

name of the Lord. 
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